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The girls from Kent Gardens Elementary School – and
their ‘buddy runners’ are charged and ready to go for

the May 15 Girls on the Run of Northern Virginia 5K
at George Mason University. Pictured, in no particu-

lar order are:  Alaanah Bhanji, Sereena Bhanji, Kayla
Delta, Piper Gaudet, Hannah Haas, Alexa Jordan,

Yasmina Khartami, Rachel Kirby, Caroline Klotz, Kara
Macatuno, Emma Meehan, Hannah Meehan, Sarah

Meehan, Isabella Proietti-Fehrenbach, Audrey Saliba,
Sami Schneider, Hasti Sohrabi, Dabney Stuart, Eliza

Stuart, Itzel Trejo-Hernandez, Katherine Walker,
Madeline Walker, and Samantha Wayne.  This repre-

sents only a portion of the 52-member team.
Coaches:  Aliceson Johnson, Caitlin Murphy, Tricia

Root, Kristin Wilhelm and Caitlin Pyne.
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703-759-9200

EXCELLENT REPUTATION FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE & SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP

SERVING YOU

SINCE 1998

Anniversary Sale!!!
Extensive
Selection
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Value

Superior
Service

Expert
Craftsmen

CLOSED
SUNDAY MAY 22nd

CUSTOM STAIR RUNNERS WALL-TO-WALL CARPET

CUSTOM BORDER RUGS

CUSTOM AREA RUGS
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News
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he Beach Mill Road bridge over Nichols Run
is one of several bridges in Great Falls that
narrows into one lane, forcing drivers to

yield to cars coming from the other direction. Nearby
residents agree that with sharp curves within 100
yards of the bridge on either side, the one lane bridge
could be the only thing separating drivers from head
on collisions as they whip around the turns.

“It’s critical we keep the one-lane bridge, because
at the rate of speed cars go around that curve, they
naturally go over the center line,” said Giselle
Schneider of Great Falls. “The single lane and the
signs force drivers to slow down around the curve, it
serves as a traffic calming device and prevents people
from using Beach Mill Road as a [Route] 193 by-
pass.”

The Virginia Department of Transportation plans
to replace what they call a “structurally deficient”
bridge, saying that a new bridge will have a pro-
jected service life of 50-75 years.

“The need is related to the corrosion of the steel
beams underneath,” Roper said. “It’s important to
make sure a new bridge isn’t just an easy fix for to-
day, but will last for the next three or four genera-
tions. But we want it to be as small as possible, so
we stay within our existing right-of-way, as well as
match the context of Great Falls.”

Roper says corrosion of the steel
supporting the bridge has begun,
and VDOT is trying to be proac-
tive in replacing it.

“You can see heavy pitting and
section loss of the structural steel
underneath, and we haven’t
reached the point where the
bridge is posted [with a weight
limit] yet, but I guarantee it’s com-
ing,” Roper said. “Corrosion can
advance very quickly on the struc-
tural steel and we want to try and
stay ahead of it when we can, and
that’s what we’re trying to do with
this particular bridge.”

THE ORIGINAL PLAN called for the bridge to be
widened to two lanes, which Roper says is just stan-
dard practice to match the two-lane road.

“The bridge was originally planned as a two-lane
bridge because Beach Mill Road is a two-lane facil-
ity, it’s that simple,” Roper said.

The bridge is currently approximately 16.5 feet
wide, and a two-lane option would widen it to 24
feet, with two 11-foot lanes in each direction and an
extra one-foot buffer on each side. But residents are
concerned that widening it and removing the “One
Lane Bridge Ahead” sign would remove any motiva-
tion for drivers to slow down.

Jim Calm lives about 1,000 feet from the bridge,
and has for 20 years. He often walks along the bridge
and says that not only is widening the bridge un-
safe, it’s unnecessary.

“As a driver, I have never seen more than a car or
two and usually none backed up at the bridge,” Calm
said. “As a walker, I have never felt a risk crossing
the bridge, but I would with the increase in traffic
speed encouraged by bridge widening.”

A design exception must be approved by the state
bridge engineer for the rebuilt bridge to stay at one
lane, since one lane varies from the two-lane road
the bridge serves. Justification for such an exception
includes: the need for additional costs to meet the
standards, an explanation to why the standard could
be met (which would include letters of support from
community organizations and officials) and any
safety reasons.

THE COST for the new bridge is estimated at
$1,276,529. The cost for the one-lane option would
be about $250,000 less, Roper said, which means
that there would be no additional cost to have the

one-lane bridge.
According to VDOT, there have

been 12 accidents within 0.2 miles
of the bridge since 2004, five
within sight of the bridge and none
directly at the bridge. In compari-
son, the bridge on Walker Road
over Piney Run has had five side-
swipe (opposite direction) and
nine off-road accidents, as well as
three head-on and three rear-end
collisions, according to the Vir-
ginia Department of Motor Ve-
hicles.

“A high density of accidents at
or very close to the bridge means

Bridging Gap at Beach Mill Road
Residents oppose
widening of bridge
during rebuilding.

This sign, located on Beach
Mill Road just before the
bridge over Nichols Run,
warns drivers that there is
a one-lane bridge around
the sharp curve. With the
Virginia Department of
Transportation planning on
rebuilding the bridge,
possibly with two lanes,
local residents are con-
cerned that the lack of a
sign will not give drivers
warning to slow down.

Photo by

Alex McVeigh/

The Connection

By Jean T. Jianos

The Connection

T
he intersection of
Colvin Run and
Walker roads estab-

lishes one of the four corners
of the Great Falls community. At
this crossroads, the past,
present and future intersect in
many ways, and on Friday
morning, May 13, that intersec-
tion was further commemo-
rated by the installation of pri-
vately funded memorial overlay
street signs honoring the late
Joseph P. (“Joe”) Cassella Jr. for
his contributions to the commu-
nity of Great Falls. Cassella,
who founded Elite Fitness Con-
cepts in Great Falls, passed
away July 11, 2009 after a 10-
month battle with mesothe-
lioma, an aggressive form of
lung cancer. The Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors Chairman
Sharon Bulova and Supervisor
John Foust (D-Dranesville),
who together made a motion
for the Board’s approval of the
requested designation last year,
were on hand for the ceremo-
nial ribbon cutting, as was Vir-
ginia State Del. Barbara
Comstock (R- 34). Jack Davies
and Richard Hanlon, Great Falls
residents and members of the
Board of Directors of the Joe

Cassella Foundation, a
501(c)(3) organization offering
financial assistance to families
in the Washington, D.C. Metro
area with children affected by
medical conditions, spoke to
the appropriateness of this spe-
cial tribute.

“Joe never for a moment lost
sight of his own direction,” said
Hanlon. “He made us better for
the journeys we took with him,
and more determined to go that
extra mile in our own lives. The
world would be a better place
if everyone could live their life
the Joe Cassella Way.”

Representatives of some of
the sponsors of the 2nd Annual
Joe Cassella 5K Run/Walk gath-
ered with three generations of
the Cassella family for a recep-
tion at Sisson Landscapes fol-
lowing the ceremony, including
Mike Kearney, owner of The Old
Brogue and Board Member of
Celebrate Great Falls (successor
organization to The Brogue
Charities and the Great Falls
Charitable Foundation), as well
as Jason Stavish, Maggie
Geuting and Diana Sievers of
Elite Fitness Concepts, the busi-
ness located on Colvin Run
Road founded by Joe Cassella.

Supervisor John Foust (D-Dranesville) and Fairfax
County Board Chairman Sharon Bulova with Del.
Barbara Comstock (R-34) and Great Falls resident
Richard Hanlon at the ribbon-cutting ceremony.

Living the Joe
Cassella Way
Memorial overlay street signs
honor the late Joseph P. (“Joe”)
Cassella Jr.

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
b
y
 
J
e
a
n
 
T
. 
J
i
a
n
o

s
/
T

h
e
 
C

o
n

n
e
c
t
i
o

n

See Elite Runners,

 Page 22

See Residents,  Page 7

Bridge Hearing
There will be a public hearing on the

Beach Mill Road bridge configuration
and appearance Monday, June 27 at
Forestville Elementary School, 1085
Utterback Store Road in Great Falls from
5 p.m. to 8 p.m. The goal is to obtain
community comment on the single-lane
versus double-lane option.

There will also be comments accepted
on the bridge’s appearance, such as a
rustic appearance (timber deck sup-
ported by steel beams), modern
appearance (pre-cast concrete with as-
phalt wearing surface) or other
alternatives.

Each alternative will include cost es-
timates and an assessment of safety and
adequacy for current and future use.
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News

By Victoria Ross

The Connection

D
emocratic power play
ers rallied around
Fairfax County Board
of Supervisor’s Chair-

man Sharon Bulova (D-At-large)
Sunday, May 15, as she kicked off
her campaign for a second term.

Terry McAuliffe, former guber-
natorial candidate and chairman
of the Democratic National Com-
mittee, U.S. Rep. Gerald Connolly
(D-11), Del. Mark Keam (D-35),
State Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34),
and the seven Democrats on the
Board of Supervisors gathered
with 200 other supporters at the
Mason Inn on the campus of
George Mason University in
Fairfax.

The message of the day: Bulova
is a strong leader who, despite the

economic free-fall of the past few
years, has preserved Fairfax
County’s status as the best place
to live with an A-plus school sys-
tem and progressive transporta-
tion plans.

McAuliffe got a loud round of
applause and cheers when he
bounded onto the stage and said,
“Let’s hear it for Sharon Bulova,
the greatest chairman in our his-
tory.”

“She has been a great leader,”
McAuliffe told the crowd, noting
that Bulova has sustained the
county’s status as a vibrant eco-
nomic center. McAuliffe an-
nounced that he and other part-
ners recently purchased the shut-
tered International Paper Plant in
Franklin, Va. “We put our head-
quarters here because of Sharon
Bulova. She is good for business,
and she’s the leader for the fu-
ture.”

WHILE THE MASON INN was
decorated like a political rally with
dozens of signs and slogans, the
kick-off had the feel of a family
reunion cum political roast.

See Bulova,  Page 5

Power players in the Demo-
cratic party, including
former gubernatorial
candidate Terry McAuliffe,
turned out on Sunday, May
15, at the Mason Inn on the
campus of George Mason
University to support
Sharon Bulova as she
kicked off her campaign for
a second term as chairman
of the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors.
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Bulova Launches Campaign
May 15 event
draws regional
Democratic Party
power players.
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News

From Page 4

“I’m here to complain about my
assessment,” Connolly said, to
laughter as he took the stage to
introduce Bulova, who succeeded
Connolly as chairman in 2009. He
received mock jeers when he
called McAuliffe, “the state’s
greatest new-car salesman,” refer-
ring to McAuliffe’s quest to find a
site for an electric vehicle factory
that could create 3,000 to 5,000
jobs

Bulova took the stage to raucous
cheers, chants and applause. The
longtime supervisor and commu-
nity leader was relaxed and con-
versational. She introduced her
family members, including her fa-
ther, sister, grandchildren and son,
Del. David Bulova (D-37), and she
talked about the importance of her
personal relationships with sup-
porters.

Known for being consensus-
driven, Sharon Bulova called up
the other Democratic members of
the board to stand with her dur-
ing her speech.

“My remarks will take exactly 8
minutes, unless you interrupt me
with loud applause,” she said, be-

Lauded as an advocate for im-
portant regional issues, supporters
pointed to her experience as chair
of the board’s budget committee
will be invaluable in navigating
the fiscal crisis.

“She knows how to manage a
budget like nobody else,” said
Sandra Klassen, co-chair of the
Fairfax County Democratic Com-
mittee and co-chair of its National
Affairs group. “She shows master-
ful judgment on many issues, and
she takes care of the community.”

WHEN ASKED how she would
define herself politically, Sharon
Bulova said “I’d say I am a fiscal
conservative with a social con-
science.”

A resident of Northern Virginia
for 45 years, Sharon Bulova  be-
came active in local government
in the 1980s, first serving as presi-
dent of the Kings Park West Civic
Association, and then becoming
the Braddock District supervisor,
a position she held for 21 years
before being elected Board of Su-
pervisors chairman in 2009. She
faces Republican challenger Spike
Williams in the general election on
Nov. 8.

fore listing the challenges and ac-
complishments she has overseen
as chairman.

“There is much that we can be
proud of,” Sharon Bulova said.
“Throughout this term, our board
has worked with our residents and
workforce to navigate the most
serious economic downturn in
most of our lifetimes. And we did
so in a way that held the line on
taxes, protected our excellent pub-
lic school system, maintained our
status as one of the safest commu-
nities of our size … encouraged
economic development, and pro-
tected the quality of life we value.”

“Our board has worked together
as a team,” she said, pointing to
accomplishments achieved with
each Democratic board member.

She ended her remarks by say-
ing that “continuity matters.”

“To maintain our excellence it is
important that we never stop ped-
dling. There is work yet to do. … I
look forward to working with our
Fairfax County community as we
provide more lifestyle choices for
our current and future genera-
tions, compact, walkable and tran-
sit oriented communities,” she
said.

Bulova Kicks Off Campaign

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • www.hsfc.org
4057 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-385-7387

THIS IS “CALVIN”
Great Dane/Lab, D.O.B. March
21, 2010, neutered male, 65 lbs.
Calvin is one big love machine.
He is truly one of the sweetest
dogs you’ll ever meet. He’s gen-
tle and calm and very sweet.
He’s good with kids and other
dogs and is housebroken. Calvin
would make a great family com-
panion and all he needs is some-
one to love him. Come and meet
this sweet boy and see for your-
self what a total lover boy he is.
Attributes:
Sugar pie!

SUMMER
INTERNSHIPS
AVAILABLE
ONLINE INTERNS
Educational internships
available for enthusias-
tic college students to
join our new website
launch team. This is an
exciting opportunity to
help develop content
and sections for our
new website, due to
launch in late spring.
Throughout the sum-
mer, we’ll be adding
specifics to our enter-
tainment and events
sections, creating spe-
cial projects and con-
tent, and exploring
new media. Internships
are unpaid, but offer
an unusual chance to
work with award-win-
ning editors while
developing first-rate
online presence.
Summer internships
require a commitment
of at least six weeks,
16-40 hours a week.
Please e-mail a state-
ment of interest and a
resume to intern-
ship@connection
newspapers.com
NEWS INTERNS
Educational opportu-
nity to work with
award-winning editors
on local new coverage,
including politics, elec-
tions, community
events, Civil War com-
memoration, local
insiders’ guides, news
feature writing and
more. Summer intern-
ships require a commit-
ment of at least six
weeks, 16-40 hours a
week. Please e-mail a
statement of interest
and a resume to
internship@connection
newspapers.com
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HAIL DAMAGE
Dear Homeowner:
If you live in Northern Virginia, your siding and perhaps your roof
and gutters may have been damaged by recent hailstorms. Locally
based Wadden Construction, insurance replacement specialists for
the past 15 years, has helped thousands of residents with their dam-
age claims.  If your home has hail damage, you may be entitled to a
combination of a new roof, gutters and complete wrap of your home
with a quality vinyl product.

The damage to the siding appears as indentations ranging from pea
size to quarter size.  The pea size dents are difficult to see without a
trained eye.  So please do not dismiss this letter if you cannot see the
damage, as practically every home in your area was hit by hail.  You
may have damage and not even known it.  Whatever the size, you
may indeed be entitled to a complete vinyl wrap of your home.

Not all siding and Roofing products are created equal. Wadden
Construction, PREFERRED CONTRACTOR FOR NORANDEX and
CERTAINTEED, is proud to use the Norandex Sagebrush (.050) the
thickest vinyl siding on the market, and the Certainteed Landmark
Lifetime warranty Architectural shingle.

Please call Wadden Construction at
(703) 641-0171

For a FREE Inspection
VA Contractor License #2705-056733

News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

W
hile members of the Langley High
School Theatre Honor Society
planned to spend their Saturday
washing cars at the Exxon Station in

Great Falls, junior Chaffee Duckers got a little more
than she bargained for. Just after 1 p.m., she was
approached by senior Nick McDonough, who got on

one knee and presented her with a small ring-sized
box. But there wasn’t a ring inside, just a folded piece
of paper with seven words on it: “Will you go to prom
with me?”

“I had it planned days in advance,” said
McDonough, who, after the surprise wore off, got
the affirmative from Duckers. “She’s perfect. She
completes me.”

Duckers said she had no idea and was “very sur-
prised” when she turned around to see a kneeling
McDonough.

Prom plans aside, the Theatre Honor Society was
able to raise $1,011 for the American Red Cross Di-
saster Relief Fund, which will go to aiding victims of
recent natural disasters.

“We usually do two of these car washes a year, one
at the beginning to raise funds for ourselves, and
one at the end of the year for a charity,” said senior
Tess Higgins, president of the society. “It’s going re-
ally well, except for about a 15-minute lull. But we
had more than $600 by 1 p.m.”

The day was overcast, but that didn’t stop drivers
flagged down at the intersection of Walker Road and
Georgetown Pike from stopping by. Paul Goldberg,
who graduated from Langley in 2010, got his Volvo
cleaned as a way to support his former school.

“I used to be in theatre, so I know when these things
happen. They did a pretty good job, but there are a
few wet spots they didn’t dry,” he said with a laugh.

Some students managed to stay away from the
hoses, soap and towels by working the intersection
itself. Senior Allison Simmons spent the time wav-
ing drivers to the Exxon station, or collecting dona-
tions from drivers.

“I chose the corner because I thought it was the
best chance to stay dry,” she said. “I’m glad I did
though, the people were very nice, and a lot of them
donated money without even getting their car
washed.”

Langley High School juniors Caroline
Callahan and Ryan Painter dry a car dur-
ing the Langley Theatre Honor Society’s
car wash Saturday at the Exxon station in
Great Falls. The car wash was one of two
held every year by the society, and the
$1,011 raised went to the American Red
Cross Disaster Relief Fund.

Langley High School senior Nick
McDonough gets down on one knee and
asks junior Chaffee Duckers to prom
Saturday, during the Langley Theatre
Honor Society’s car wash to raise money
for victims of natural disasters.

Langley High School junior Caroline
Callahan washes a car during the Langley
Theatre Honor Society’s car wash to raise
money for the American Red Cross Satur-
day.

Cleaning Cars for Cause
Langley Theatre Honor
Society raises funds for
disaster relief.
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HOW TO GET YOUR
ORGANIZATION’S SPECIAL
EVENTS IN THE CONNECTION

Calendar Listings
The Connection Newspapers contain a Calendar of
Upcoming Events every week. While we cannot guarantee
that every event we receive information about will be
listed, here is the information we need for your upcoming
event to be considered for the Calendar. We welcome
photographs of similar events held previously, which
sometimes appear with Calendar items.

Name of Event:
Day of the Week, Date and Time:
Name of the Place Event will Be Held:
Address of the Place Event Will Be Held:
Name and Phone Number for More Information:
Three Sentences Describing the Event:

Please submit your calendar information at least
two weeks before your event. Clear photographs from
similar previous events are always welcome.
All events should be open to the public. We give
first priority to free events. E-mail listings to:

greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com
or mail to:
Calendar, Connection Newspapers
1606 King Street
Alexandria, VA 22314.

For more information, call 703-778-9410.

www.connectionnewspapers.com



Great Falls Connection  ❖  May 18-24, 2011  ❖  7www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

a bridge is not a good candidate
to remain a single lane,” Roper
said. “But in terms of accident his-
tory, there are good conditions for
a design exception for the Beach
Mill bridge.”

Candace Burt and Lynne
Simmons, whose driveways are
close to the bridge, conducted
their own unofficial traffic survey
over several weeks, counting the
cars traveling over the bridge at
certain times of day. Burt says they
noticed most cars head east in the
morning and west at night, and
watching from Simmons’ driveway
(which is less than 100 feet from
the bridge), it was clear that cars
slowed down knowing there was

From Page 3 a single lane bridge ahead.
“We do not think VDOT has pre-

sented any evidence to support the
widening of the bridge. It’s their
proposal, so it’s their burden to
demonstrate that it’s needed,” Burt
said. “In all our time watching, the
biggest queue we saw of cars wait-
ing was two at a time, and that
was only once in a while. This isn’t
exactly Hunter Mill Road we’re
talking about.”

If the bridge was to remain one
lane, the plan would be to widen
it by a maximum of 2.5 feet. There
would be a 10-11 foot travel lane,
as well as four feet of buffer space
on each side.

More information can be found at
www.virginiadot.org/projects/
northernvirginia/
beach_mill_road_bridge_replacement.asp.

Residents Question Need
for Two-lane Bridge

News

To have community events
listed in the Connection, send to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Friday.

THURSDAY/MAY 19
Screening of “Race to

Nowhere.” 7 p.m. Saint
Luke Catholic School, 7005
Georgetown Pike, McLean.
Tickets are $10, available at
www.Racetonowhere.com.

TUESDAY/MAY 24
Sierra Club Great Falls

Group Meeting. 7 p.m.
McLean Government
Center, 1437 Balls Hill
Road, McLean. Stella Koch
will talk about stormwater,
how runoff after rainfall
gathers pollutants such as
fertilizers, pesticides, motor
oil, and heavy metals, and
the Fairfax County
Watershed Plans. 703-757-
9518.

Bulletin Board
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Opinion

W
hile images of most natural
emergencies — hurricanes,
floods, tornadoes — seem re-
mote from the D.C. suburbs,

last month more than a dozen tornadoes
touched down in our area.

Many households in our area have suffered
through multiple-day power outages related
to snowstorms and thunderstorms.

Virginia’s annual hurricane pre-
paredness sales tax holiday is next
week, May 25-31, 2011. During this
seven-day period, purchases of “hurricane and
emergency preparedness equipment” will be
exempt from the Virginia sales tax.

As long as they cost $60 or less each, items
including batteries, flashlights, tarps, rope,
duct tape, smoke detectors, fire extinguishers,
bottled water, first aid kits, and many others,

will be tax-free. Portable generators priced at
$1,000 or less are also included.

This is one of three tax holidays in Virginia;
a three-day sales tax holiday for school sup-
plies and clothing begins on the first Friday in
August, and the four-day holiday for Energy
Star qualified products is in mid-October.

For good information on emergency prepa-
ration, see www.readyvirginia.gov; for
details on the sales tax holidays, see
www.tax.virginia.gov.

Father’s Day Photo
Gallery, and More

Father’s Day is Sunday, June 19, and once
again the Connection will publish a gallery of
Father’s Day photos.

Send in photos in jpeg format as soon as
possible, including the full names of all the
people in the picture, hometowns, the approxi-
mate date and location the picture was taken,
the ages of the children and sentence or two
about the people and/or event.

PROMS AND … While Connection photog-
raphers and writers will likely attend some
proms as schedules permit, we also urge par-
ents and students to document their proms (or
alternative activities) and send in photos in
jpeg format, and also including who, what,
where, when and why.

We’re also interested in other events at your
school, church, synagogue or mosque, mile-
stone events, etc.

Email photos to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.

Reminder on Preparedness

Editorials

The End of Great
Falls as You
Know It
To the Editor:

For decades, developers have
chomped at the bit to get into
Great Falls/Western McLean
(GFWM). The only obstacles have
been lack of sewer, Zoning Ordi-
nances, and citizen opposition.
Until today…

There is a fight on Colvin Run
Rd in southern Great Falls where
neighbors are battling the pro-
posed construction of an Assisted
Living facility. This facility, if built,
sets the precedent for higher den-
sity building throughout the
GFWM.

Disguised in sheep’s clothing,
tugging on the heartstrings of us
all, is the 58,000-square-foot
Brightview Assisted Living Facility.
A structure much too large for the
parcel, a Special Exception was
requested to waive off all the re-
quirements that were put in place
to protect us from such develop-
ment.

Approved by the Planning Com-
mission on May 11, 2011, the Spe-
cial Exception will be voted on by
the Board of Supervisors in June,
where it will pass easily. (just
check out the voting record on
Special Exceptions by the current
Dranesville District Supervisor
Foust).

Once this Special Exception is
approved, no one and no property
is safe in the GFWM area. If you
think you are safe from over-de-
velopment because you don’t live
next to, or close by commercially
zoned property, think again.
County ordinances allow for a
myriad of diverse uses on R-1 &
R-2 property through the special

permit and special exception pro-
cess. You will cringe when you re-
alize that the open land next to
your multi-million dollar home
can be a cemetery or “congregrate
living facility” (whatever that is).

Some argue that you cannot
have High Density Commercial/
Residential without sewer, the ar-
terial vein for developers. Isn’t
sewer planning to go into the
Great Falls Village? The argument
“that sewer is only for the use of
the Village Center and we will put
enough restrictions in place to
make sure that no one can tap into
it” is false! I have learned the hard
way that land use laws in Fairfax
County mean nothing! Especially
if a developer or a developer’s law
firm makes “contributions” to elec-
tion campaigns or provides “con-
tributions” like the $90,000 “con-
tribution” Brightview is making to
the county for improvements.
That’s right, a $90,000 “contribu-
tion” to the County by Brightview.
Looks like a duck, walks likes a
duck…draw your own conclu-
sions.

Do you think that the County
will spend millions of taxpayer
dollars to put in a sewer line be-
cause they don’t want the Great
Falls Sunday Evening Summer
Concert series to be ruined by the
smell of a failing septic system?
Think of the tax revenue they can
generate by allowing increased
development in Great Falls. West-
ern McLean is next.

Let me set the stage: a precedent
has been set for high density con-
struction in a low density area.
Next, sewer is installed to the
Great Falls Village Center. The in-
cremental outgrowth will start
around the small commercial cen-
ters because of the sewer and will
expand rapidly. The older homes
and small “ugly” commercial

buildings around the Great Falls
Village Center will start falling like
dominoes to high density commer-
cial/residential construction. Are
you going to be the homeowner
who draws the line in sand to stop
this while they build a townhouse
cluster next door or are you going
to take the money and run? Imag-
ine the traffic on Georgetown Pike.
If you think that you will be able
to keep G’Town Pike at two lanes,
you are crazy.

Americans are good at connect-
ing the dots to determine why an
event has happened after the fact.
Well, let’s start connecting the dots
now before the event happens so
we can leave the GFWM area the
way it is for our children and
grandchildren.

The battle is today and it is on
Colvin Run Road. We didn’t pick
that location but that is where it
is. Help say no to what is about to
happen because if you don’t, this
type development is coming to
you.

The real issue has never been
about Brightview. It has always
been about high density develop-
ment. We have been so focused on
saving the tree that we didn’t re-
alize they were destroying the for-
est. Some will argue that I have
the most to lose if Brightview is
built because of my property’s
proximity to it. Actually, I have the
most to lose if Brightview is not
built next to my property. Imag-
ine the value of my R-1 zoned land
next to a commercial property
with a sewer line less than 100
yards away. But then again, the
more I think about it, please don’t
do anything, but please don’t raise
a ruckus when my neighbor and I
develop our combined 6 acres next
to Brightview, tap into the sewer,
and build 35 Independent Senior
Independent Living Townhouses

(tugging at your heart strings the
whole way!). We think we can
make a killing at $700K starting
price per townhome! If my neigh-
bor and I have thought of this,
don’t you think the developers
have as well? I wonder how much
money I would have to “contrib-
ute” to make sure my townhouse
complex gets through the county
Special Exception process? I am
sure there is a developer in Great
Falls that can tell me.

Colonel Joe Sartiano
U.S. Army, Retired

Great Falls

Neighborhood
Hijacked
To the Editor:

The recent articles and letters to
the editor on the placement of a
58,000 square foot, 24-hour as-
sisted living medical facility in the
middle of Colvin Run historical
district really made me think about
our history as a country and how
we had to fight to achieve demo-
cratic rule. I say this because a
small group of people on the GFCA
board have recently overstepped
an important boundary by impos-
ing their will on a matter that is
important to the whole commu-
nity. They are not my elected lead-
ers so I don’t understand why they
feel they can do this to us, but they
have. And for almost a whole year
Supervisor Foust has kept all of us
in the dark on this and has only
dealt with the GFCA. He is also to
blame for giving them some spe-
cial power that they don’t deserve.
So here is my question: Have elites
with vested interests suddenly hi-
jacked our neighborhood and de

Letters to the Editor
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Why?
We invite everyone to
come participate in our
annual community
cookout!
On this special day we
offer free consultations for
new patients, free adjust-
ments for existing patients,
free seated massage, free
mini acupuncture treat-
ments, free healthy
snacks, free balance and
posture testing and much,
much more.  Also kids can
enjoy bouncing in our cas-
tle moon bounce and hav-
ing their face painted!
Come join the fun!

Free Services for Everyone!!!

When: 05/21/2011
9:00 am to 1:00 pm  • Walk-ins only!!!

Where:
754 Walker Rd. • Great Falls, VA

(703)757-5817

Fun For The
Whole Family!!!

Community
Cookout

Free Japanese Maple Planted
$479 Value with 200 sq. ft. Patio or

Equivalent Hardscape Purchase
with this ad

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

8:00–7:00 • 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Prices Haven’t
Changed Since 2005

Prices Haven’t
Changed Since 2005

Prices Haven’t
Changed Since 2005

Prices Haven’t
Changed Since 2005

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More
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Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates
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stroyed our democracy?
Make no mistake we are going

to be adversely affected by this
giant business, especially those of
us who live close to it! The historic
character of Colvin Run that we
all cherish will be overtaken by a
mammoth facility on just a little
over three acres: 58,000 square
feet is the size of 11 Great Falls
houses! At least half of this will be
built on residential property
(about 2.12 acres is residential and
only 1.44 is zoned commercial).

Even more troubling is that
GFCA evidently doesn’t care what
the community thinks and only
tells us we shouldn’t have chosen
to buy homes close to commercial
property. Actually, my family was
here first. The commercialization
of Colvin Run came sometime af-
ter that.

Indeed, my family has lived con-
tinuously on Colvin Run Road
since the 1700s. In those days, we
owned the land all the way to
Route 7 and, in fact, George Wash-
ington was our neighbor. I hope
the fact that General Washington
spent years battling and then run-
ning tyrants out of our country so
that we would no longer be sub-
ject to arbitrary elite rule was not
all in vain. But it makes you won-
der whether there has been some
back-sliding and we once again
have to do some work to re-estab-
lish our democratic rights as citi-
zens of the United States. Great
Falls is not a colony to be run the
way a few elites wish. If our
elected official Supervisor Foust
only wants to represent large law
firms, big corporations, and elite
interest groups, then I for one will
be voting for someone else in the
next election!

Robert Tracy
Great Falls

From Page 8

Letters

To have community events listed in the
Connection, send to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

Army National Guard Pfc. Joshua B.
Atkins has graduated from basic combat
training at Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C.
He is the son of Randy Atkins of Weant
Drive in Great Falls, and a 1990 gradu-
ate of the Blue Ridge Preparatory School
of Dyke, Va.

Cadet Anthony Kotoriy of Great
Falls successfully completed Cadet Ba-
sic Training (CBT) at the U.S. Military
Academy on Aug. 14.

Army Pfc. Bo J. Buffkin has gradu-
ated from the Basic Field Artillery
Cannon Crewmember Advanced Indi-
vidual Training course at Fort Sill,
Lawton, Okla.

Navy Seaman Recruit Alex J.
Phillips of Great Falls has completed
U.S. Navy basic training at Recruit
Training Command, Great Lakes, Ill.

Military
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News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
he past became the present Sun-
day along Colvin Run Road as
the Great Falls Historical Soci-
ety hosted a historical street fair

from noon to 4 p.m. Whether it was the
Colvin Run Schoolhouse (which itself is
more than 100 years old) being filled with

artifacts or the games and food provided
by local businesses, almost every one who
attended walked away with a better under-
standing of the area’s history.

The schoolhouse featured displays of Civil
War artillery, turn-of-the-century farm
equipment and other household items and
photos from past residents of the area. His-
torians and collectors from McLean, Reston
and beyond came out to show off their finds.

“It’s amazing to see just how many pieces
of history we were able to get together in
one place,” said Kathleen Murphy, president
of the Great Falls Historical Society.

FOR SOME LOCALS, it was gratifying to
see the schoolhouse being used for commu-
nity activities again.

Petunia the Clown hands Elisabeth Anderson, 6, a unicorn made of
balloons at the Colvin Run street fair Sunday, May 15.

From left, “student” Erin Maxwell,
10, presents her work to “teacher”
Rebecca Wichman, 12, during a re-
enactment of an 1895 classroom at
the Colvin Run street fair in Great
Falls Sunday.

Amanda Ugone, 10, admires her
sidewalk chalk drawing during the
Colvin Run street fair Sunday in
Great Falls.

Going Old School at Colvin Run
Historical Society
hosts street fair on
Colvin Run Road.

See Street Fair,  Page 15
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Young Poets Share
Their Talents at
Poetry Luncheon

For 29 years, the Great Falls Woman’s
Club and Great Falls Elementary have
been partnering to promote poetry with
an annual poetry contest. Students in
the fourth, fifth and sixth grades submit
poems and a panel of judges select three
winners in each grade. As part of Na-
tional Poetry Month, the top poets were
honored by their parents, teachers,
school administrators and club members
at a luncheon at the Riverbend Country
Club on Tuesday, April 26. Tina Mather,
Great Falls Woman’s Club president,
welcomed everyone and Ernest Leighty,
Great Falls Elementary School principal,
spoke and shared a poem given to him.

After lunch, Joanne Schilling, reading
specialist at Great Falls Elementary,
announced the winners.

Sixth grade winners were Tasmia Haq
(1st place), Lauren LaTeef (2nd place)
and Parker Rhee (3rd Place).

Fifth grade winners were Bennett
Norris (1st), Benjamin Johnson, (2nd),
and Martina Bucheli (3rd).

The fourth grade winners were Lily
Wildman (1st), Marisa Mihori, (2nd),
and Taiana Ahmad (3rd).

The young poets received a certificate
and a cash award of $50 each. The high-
light of the event was the students
reading their original winning poems.

Schools
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L
arge amusement rides,
live entertainment and
festival treats are just a

few of the energizing attractions
at the McLean Community
Center’s (MCC) annual spring-
time “party in the park.” MCC
Governing Board and staff
members cordially invite
Dranesville Small Tax District
#1 residents and their guests to
McLean Day 2011: Celebrating
Our Hometown. The festival will
be held from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
on Saturday, May 21, at
Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain
Bridge Road. Admission is free.

Parking is not available at
Lewinsville Park on the day of
the festival, so MCC strongly
encourages participants to use
its free shuttle service. Starting
at 10:30 a.m. and continuing
throughout the day, shuttle

buses will run from the park to
McLean Baptist Church, 1367
Chain Bridge Rd., Lutheran Church
of the Redeemer, 1545 Chain
Bridge Road, and MCC, 1234
Ingleside Avenue. Parking also is
available at the Lewinsville Senior
Center, 1609 Great Falls Street.
Shuttle carts will run from the back
of the building to Lewinsville Park.

Send announcements to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

WEDNESDAY/MAY 18
Empty Bowls Fundraiser. 5-8 p.m.

McLean High School, 1633 Davidson
Road, McLean. Attendees will get a
ceramic bowl to fill with ice cream.
Proceeds benefit Stop Hunger Now.
Sponsored by the Interact Club, Key
Club, National Art Honor Society,
Student Government Association and
PTA. $10. awtaylor@fcps.edu.

THURSDAY/MAY 19
9th Annual “Tips for a Cure” Guest

Bartender Night. 6:30-11 p.m. The
Tavern at Great Falls, 9835
Georgetown Pike Great Falls.
Proceeds benefit the Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation. BEhrensaal@aol.com.

Book Discussion Group. 7:30 p.m.
Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls. Call for title. Adults.
703-757-8560.

“Les Misérables.” 7 p.m. Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology, 6560 Braddock Road
Alexandria. Imprisoned for stealing a
loaf a bread, Jean Valjean becomes an
honest man and mayor of a
prosperous town, but violates his
parole. Snacks inspired by the musical
sold before and after the show. $10.
makhatcheres@fcps.edu.

FRIDAY/MAY 20
“By Jeeves.” 8 p.m. 1st Stage, 1524

Spring Hill Road, Tysons Corner. A
musical inspired by the P. G
Wodehouse stories of Bertie Wooster
and Jeeves. $30 adults, $15 students.
703-854-1856 or
www.1stStageTysons.org/jeeves.

An Evening with Bill Kirchen and
Too Much Fun. 8 p.m. Jammin’
Java, 227 Maple Ave. E., Vienna.
jamminjava.com.

English Conversation Group. 10
a.m. Patrick Henry Library, 101 Maple
Ave. East, Vienna. Conversation group
for adults. 703-938-0405.

West Shore Piano Trio. 7 p.m.
Harmonia School of Music and Art,
204-F Mill St., N.E., Vienna. Dvorak’s
“Dumky” trio,  Foote’s Trio No. 2,
and Schoenfield’s Café Music. Free.
www.westshoretrio.com.

“Les Misérables.” 7 p.m. Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology, 6560 Braddock Road
Alexandria. Imprisoned for stealing a
loaf a bread, Jean Valjean becomes an
honest man and mayor of a
prosperous town, but violates his
parole. Snacks inspired by the musical
sold before and after the show. $10.
makhatcheres@fcps.edu.

SATURDAY/MAY 21
 McLean Day 2011. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain Bridge
Road, McLean. Dance demonstrations,
live music, pony rides, crafts, two
performances by Mutts Gone Nuts and
more. MCC Governing Board
Elections from 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free
admission. 703-790-0123 or
sabrina.anwah@fairfaxcounty.gov.

National Emergency Medical
Services (EMS) Week. 10 a.m.-2
p.m. Celebrating the service provided
every day, often under challenging
circumstances, and showing how EMS
providers are dedicated to saving lives
and limiting suffering. Partnering
with the Park Authority, EMS
providers will be available with
displays, educational materials, blood
pressure screenings, and apparatus
displays. 703-877-3702 or fire-
rescue.PA-LSE@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Spring Hill Recreation Center, 1239
Spring Hill Road, McLean. 703-827-
0989.

Ave., McLean. 703-790-0123.
Piano Concert. 6 p.m. Steinway Recital

Hall, Tysons Corner Mall, 1961 Chain
Bridge Road, Mclean. Recital by
Hyun-Mi Chung. www.hyun-
michung.net.

18th Century Spring Market Fair.
11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Claude Moore
Colonial Farm, 6310 Georgetown
Pike, McLean. Period music, quoits
and other games, children’s puppet
theater. Blacksmith, plant vendor.
seamstress, millinery and stillatory
stands. See Farm family and
community members in character and
costume. Adults $6, age 3-12, seniors
$3. www.1771.org or 703-903-9330.

20th Northern Virginia Fine Arts
Festival. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Reston
Town Center, 12001 Market St.,
Reston. With over 220 artists,
showcasing works in ceramics,

decorative fibers, drawing and
pastels, furniture, glass, jewelry,
leather, metal, painting, photography,
printmaking, sculpture, wood and
more. Children’s Art Tent, 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Free admission.
www.northernvirginiafineartsfestival.org.

Traveling Players Open Mic Night
for Teens. 5:30 p.m. The Old
Firehouse Teen Center, 1440 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean. The evening
begins at 5:30 with an improvisation
jam showcasing Traveling Players
Ensemble’s spring improv classes,
with high-energy improv games and
scenes. Open mic begins at 7 p.m.
Free and open to the public.
www.travelingplayers.org or 703-987-
1712.

MONDAY/MAY 23
A Madhatter’s Mommy & Me Tea

Party. 1:30-3 p.m. Kent Gardens
Elementary, 1717 Melbourne Drive,
McLean. Tea snacks, face painting
and balloon creations. All proceeds
benefit the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society. $10 per person.
www.caretolunch.org.

TUESDAY/MAY 24
James Madison HS Symphonic

Band and Wind Symphony. 7:30
p.m. James Madison High School,
2500 James Madison Drive, Vienna.
Music by Rimsky-Korsokov, John
Mackey, John Philip Sousa, Frank
Ticheli, Claude T. Smith and more.
703-620-3179.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 25
Luke Mitchem, Alexe Colbus and

Katherine Thorsey. 7:30 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Entertainment

Lewinsville
Park provides
a perfect
setting for the
McLean Day:
Celebrating
Our Hometown
festival.

Party in the Park
McLean Day 2011: Celebrating Our Hometown,
Saturday, May 21, at Lewinsville Park.

The pianist Hyun-Mi Chung
will hold a Piano Concert at
Steinway Recital Hall, Tysons
Corner Mall, 1961 Chain
Bridge Road, Mclean on Sun-
day, May 22, at 6 p.m.
www.hyun-michung.net.

For festival updates, driving
directions, shuttle bus stop lo-
cations and a festival area map,
visit: www.mcleancenter.org/
special-events/mcleanday.asp or
call the Center at 703-790-
0123/TTY: 711. The Center’s
telephone will be answered
from 7 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the day
of the festival.

Oak Marr Recreation Center, 3200
Jermantown Road, Oakton. 703-281-
6501.

Vienna Choral Society. 7:30 p.m.
Vienna Presbyterian Church, 124 Park
St. N.E., Vienna. 175 voices from VCS
and the choruses of Unitarian
Universalist Church of Rockville and
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Fairfax, performing Clif Hardin’s
Requiem, Peter Knight’s “You Are The
New Day,” the Navajo prayer inspired
“Now I Walk In Beauty” and more. A
portion of the proceeds benefits the
non-profit Washington Home and
Community Hospices, serving those
with issues of aging and chronic or
terminal illness. Tickets $15-$35.
www.viennachoralsociety.org/events.

“By Jeeves.” 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. 1st
Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. A musical inspired by the P. G
Wodehouse stories of Bertie Wooster
and Jeeves. $30 adults, $15 students.
703-854-1856 or
www.1stStageTysons.org/jeeves.

Yard & Craft Sale. 8 a.m.-2 p.m. Great
Falls United Methodist Church, 10100
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. 703-
759-3705 or
c.wright@longandfoster.com.

The Seakers. 5 p.m. Palladium Civic
Place Green, 1445 Laughlin Ave.,
McLean. Free. 703-288-9505.

Fairfax County Master Gardeners
Association, Inc. 10 a.m. City of
Fairfax Regional Library, 10360 North
St., Fairfax. Horticultural tips,
information, techniques and advice.
Adults. 703-293-6227.

18th Century Spring Market Fair.
11 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Claude Moore
Colonial Farm, 6310 Georgetown
Pike, McLean. Period music, quoits
and other games, children’s puppet
theater. Blacksmith, plant vendor.
seamstress, millinery and stillatory
stands. See Farm family and
community members in character and
costume. Adults $6, age 3-12, seniors
$3. www.1771.org or 703-903-9330.

Paperweight Collectors
Association Dealers’ Fair. 12-5
p.m. Hilton McLean Tysons Corner,
7920 Jones Branch Drive in McLean.
Make purchases or have a
paperweights identified and valued.
$5 admission fee. Free lecture, “A
Paperweight Primer,” for new
collectors at 1:30 p.m. 703-847-5000
or www.paperweight.org.

Tea Tasting Seminar. 1:30 p.m. Great
Falls Foundation For The Arts, 1144
Walker Road, Great Falls. Green teas
discussed and sampled. $30.
Registration required at
Laurie@greatfallsteagarden.com or
703-757-6209.

Fiesta Latina. 8 p.m. American Legion
Post 180, 330 North Center St.,
Vienna. Live music by Grupo Cumbao
and more. Proceeds benefit the
Hispanic Committee of Virginia,
providing case management and
social services, legal and immigration-
related assistance, workforce
development programming, small
business development assistance, and
more for Hispanic immigrants.

20th Northern Virginia Fine Arts
Festival. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Reston
Town Center, 12001 Market St.,
Reston. With over 220 artists,
showcasing works in ceramics,
decorative fibers, drawing and
pastels, furniture, glass, jewelry,
leather, metal, painting, photography,
printmaking, sculpture, wood and
more. Children’s Art Tent, 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Free admission.
www.northernvirginiafineartsfestival.org.

“Les Misérables.” 7 p.m. Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology, 6560 Braddock Road
Alexandria. Imprisoned for stealing a
loaf a bread, Jean Valjean becomes an
honest man and mayor of a
prosperous town, but violates his
parole. Snacks inspired by the musical
sold before and after the show. $10.
makhatcheres@fcps.edu.

SUNDAY/MAY 22
Golden Jubilee Concert. 4 p.m. Saint

Luke Parish, 7001 Georgetown Pike,
McLean. The Saint Luke Festival Choir
and the Church of the Little Flower
Choir performing sacred music of the
Catholic Church. Free, donations
accepted. 703-356-0670 or
www.saintlukemclean.org.

“By Jeeves.” 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 1st
Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road, Tysons
Corner. A musical inspired by the P. G
Wodehouse stories of Bertie Wooster
and Jeeves. $30 adults, $15 students.
703-854-1856 or
www.1stStageTysons.org/jeeves.

Tribute to Bob Dylan On his 70th
Birthday: Jammin’ Java’s
Songwriters Circle Featuring Luke

Brindley, Todd Wright, Anthony
Fiacco and Shane Hines. 7 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Rocknoceros. 3 p.m. McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside

Photo by

William B. Folsom
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Education●Learning●Fun

2011 University of Virginia
Acceptances By High School

The following data are based on information provided by the University of
Virginia’s Office of Institutional Assessment, Fairfax County Public Schools,
Arlington County Public Schools and the City of Alexandria.

Number of Number of Percentage of
School Students Seniors Seniors

Accepted (April 2011) Accepted
To UVa. To UVa.

Thomas Jefferson High School 223 425 52.4%

H.B. Woodlawn High School 16 93 17.2%

McLean High School 50  406 12.3%

James Madison High School 53 454 11.6%

South Lakes High School 37 357 10.3%

Marshall High School 25 286 8.7%

Lake Braddock Secondary School 51 588 8.7%

Langley High School 41 487 8.4%

Oakton High School 44 532 8.2%

Robinson Secondary School 50 624 8.0%

Fairfax High School 39 496 7.8%

Centreville High School 39 507 7.7%

Washington-Lee High School 33 431 7.6%

West Potomac High School 32 422 7.5%

Yorktown High School 31 444 6.9%

West Springfield High School 32 525 6.1%

South County Secondary School 25 442 5.6%

Chantilly High School 32 587 5.4%

Westfield High School 35 669 5.2%

Herndon High School 21 450 4.6%

T.C. Williams High School 29 632 4.5%

Lee High School 18 399 4.5%

Edison High School 16 370 4.3%

Annandale High School 23 557 4.1%

Wakefield High School 12 291 4.1%

Hayfield High School 16 443 3.6%

Mount Vernon High School 6 346 1.7%

Falls Church High School 5 300 1.6%

Stuart High School 0 305 0%

Woodson High School 0* 449 0%*

* The University of Virginia sent data to The Connection Newspapers that
indicated no students were accepted into as freshman into its undergraduate
program from Woodson High School this year.  Members of the Woodson
community have said this is not the case, pointing to at least six students who
have reported they will attend the school in the fall.

See Pursuing,  Page 18

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Connection

S
arah Locke applied to
Howard University,
George Mason University
and a few other colleges.

In the end, however, she just
couldn’t see herself going any-
where besides The United States
Military Academy, better known as
West Point.

“I also looked into R.O.T.C or
enlisting but this seemed like a
better deal to me. I like the struc-
ture,” said Locke.

West Point is not for the faint of
heart. The academy is highly com-
petitive, with just a 12.65 percent
acceptance rate.

Out of the 1,300 people who
start out each academy class, only
1,000 or so will make it through
the four-year program, according
to its website.

Just 10 days after her gradua-
tion from high school, Locke will
have to report on June 27 for the
beginning of Cadet Basic Training
at West Point, also called “Beast
Barracks.”

Women tend to outnumber men
in higher education, but West
Point is an exception to that rule.
Females usually make up just 15
percent of the cadets in each class,
according to the academy’s
website.

Locke said she was inspired by
her mother, an African American
who was among the first 62
women to graduate from West
Point in 1980.

Pat Walker Locke was already in
the U.S. Army as an enlisted
solider when West Point opened its
doors to women in the late 1970s.
At the time, Pat Locke — who was
from inner city Detroit — had
never heard of West Point, but her
battalion leader had encouraged
her to apply for a slot at the school.

“There are more women there
now than when we were there …
and people are trying to help you
instead of keep you out,” said Pat
Locke, who is extremely pleased
to see her own daughter attend-
ing the service academy.

“She was so excited. She was
running around the house danc-
ing when I got the letter,” said Sa-
rah Locke, who attends Mount
Vernon High School.

NORTHERN VIRGINIA typi-
cally sends a large cohort of stu-
dents to the military service acad-
emies each year.

Virginia’s 11th congressional
district, which includes Fairfax and
Prince William counties, had 49

In Fairfax County, the number of
students attending service acad-
emies also appears to be on the
rise. In 2005, a total of 40 students
from Fairfax County Public
Schools attended the five acad-
emies. By 2009, that number had
increased to 54.

“That is just the kind of lifestyle
that is appealing to me,” said Lisa
Marie Junta, a Springfield resident
who is a senior at Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science
and Technology.

Perhaps it shouldn’t be surpris-
ing that Northern Virginia high
school students interested in join-
ing the military would pursue a
career through a service academy
that provides a college education.

A much larger percentage of
Northern Virginia high school stu-
dents attend four-year colleges in
general. Last year, more than 60
percent of high school graduates
in Arlington and Fairfax counties
enrolled in four-year college pro-
grams, compared to just 46 per-
cent of Virginia high school gradu-
ates overall.

Graduates from the Fairfax
County Public Schools overwhelm-
ingly choose to go to school within
the commonwealth, which rivals
California as having the best pub-
lic higher education in the coun-
try. In 2009, 75 percent of Fairfax
high graduates attending college
choose to enroll in the Virginia
school, according to a school sys-
tem report.

U.S. News and World Report
regularly ranks the University of
Virginia and College of William &
Mary among the top 10 public
undergraduate programs in the
United States. The schools’ stellar
reputation has been double-edged
sword however, creating an in-
credibly competitive admissions
environment in which several
high-achieving Northern Virginia
students are vying for admission.

Steep
Competition

This year, the University of Vir-
ginia saw record-breaking 24,005
applications for its freshman class.
William and Mary had 12,820 ap-
plications, according to a New
York Times database.

The commonwealth’s most pres-
tigious universities ended up with
similar admission rates of 32.2
percent and 34.6 percent respec-
tively. Private colleges such as
Carnegie Mellon (30.4 percent),
Connecticut College (31.5 per-
cent) and The George Washington

University (32 percent) have com-
parable admission rates.

STILL, several Northern Virginia
families complain about their
children’s ability to get admitted
to the commonwealth’s top tier
schools. At three Fairfax high
schools, fewer than 10 students
were admitted to UVa. this year,
according to data released by the
university.

Yet UVa.’s own data also shows
that students applying from North-
ern Virginia localities were ac-
cepted at higher rate than average.
The school acceptance rate for
applications from Fairfax County
(45 percent), Arlington County
(43.1), City of Alexandria (40.1
percent) and the City of Fairfax
(39.5 percent) was much more
generous than the normal 32 per-
cent.

In fact, it is often the next tier
of Virginia public schools where
students face more trouble getting
accepted that than average appli-
cant.

For example in 2009, Fairfax
County Public Schools reported
that the school system’s graduates
were often accepted at a lower rate
than the average applicant to
George Mason University (59.5/
63.3), James Madison University
(50.2/59.3) and Virginia Tech
(51.1/66.7).

One reason that the Northern
Virginia community may perceive
a shortage of slots at the
commonwealth’s most selective
college, UVa., is because a large
share of the students admitted
come from one school, Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science
and Technology.

Nearly 18 percent of all the stu-
dents admitted to UVa. from
Fairfax and Arlington this year at-
tend Thomas Jefferson. The uni-
versity accepted 223 Jefferson stu-
dents into its freshman class next
year, which is more than half of
the number of students in
Jefferson’s 425-person senior
class. The next largest cohort of
accepted students came from the
Maggie L. Walker Governor’s
School in Richmond, where 75
seniors were admitted. Madison
High School in Vienna was next,
with 53 students.

A fair number of Jefferson
graduates choose to attend UVa.
Ninety-three students in the 2010
freshman class came from
Jefferson, according to the univer-
sity.

But some parents believe

What The Future Holds Students pursue college and
careers after high school.

students accepted to academies in
2011, the most of any congres-
sional district in the country.
Virginia’s 10th congressional dis-
trict, which includes northern and
western Fairfax County, ranked
second in the number of students
attending military academies next
year.

Several of the students attend-
ing one of the academies next year
have a family connection to the
military already.

“I was influenced by my dad,
who is over in Iraq right now,” said
Jason Ko, a Robinson Secondary
School senior who will be attend-
ing West Point next year.
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our mobile
kitchen and bathroom showroom and design center!!

Spring Season Special!

$6850
(5x7) Tub Bathroom Remodel:

• Granite countertop
• Porcelain or Ceramic
• Moen Brushed Nickel

• Upgraded VanityFully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

Bringing the Showroom to YOU!!

Ashburn
43173 Tall Pines Ct. ......$1,085,000.......Sun 1-4......Cindy Glacken ......... Long & Foster ... 703-606-5094

Falls Church
411 W. Broad Street .........$319,850.......Sun 1-4....Troy Sponaugle..Samson Properties...703-408-5560

Great Falls
991 Falls Ct ...................$1,395,000.......Sun 1-4......Eileen Dubose........National Realty ... 703-403-6030

Herndon
12007 Meadowville Ct ......$754,900.......Sun 1-4..........Karin Ebner..................Weichert ... 703-899-7952

2713 Viking Dr .................$499,900.......Sun 1-4..............Tony Yeh....United Realty, Inc ... 202-257-0830

McLean
1707 James Payne Cir...$1,289,000.......Sun 2-4 ........ JD Callander..................Weichert ... 703-606-7901

6505 Divine St..................$669,000.......Sun 1-4..Cecelia A. Lofton..................Weichert ... 703-508-3968

6533 Sunny Hill Court ..$1,195,000.......Sun 1-4 ..... Stephanie Sirh..................Weichert ... 703-216-6451

Oakton
12001 Wayland St............$498,000.......Sun 1-4 ............. Pat Stack..................Weichert ... 703-597-9373

Reston
11500 Fairway Dr. #506 ... $400,000.......Sun 1-4..........Peter Burke..................Weichert ... 703-786-3334

10816 Oldfield Drive.........$509,900.......Sun 1-4 .........Debbie Kent....Cottage St. Realty ... 571-276-0430

Sterling
21927 Thompson Sq........$324,900.......Sun 1-4........Photini Riner..................Weichert ... 703-606-1878

45607 Grand Central Sq. .$335,000.......Sun 1-4...........Nilsa Rivas..................Weichert ... 917-294-2546

Vienna
1804 Kilbarry Ct..........$1,579,990 .. Sun 12:30-4 .. Barbara Di Tullio.......Coldwell Banker ... 703-405-6691

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com & click the Real Estate links on the right side.

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY, MAY 21 & 22

1707 James Payne Circle, McLean • $1,289,000
Open Sunday 2–4 • JD Callander, Weichert, 703-606-7901

To add your FREE Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please contact Salome Gaibler
at 703-778-9421 or

salome@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings are due by Monday at 3 P.M.

News

“I’m glad to see the building open
again, we’ve been looking for ways
to use it for a while, but it’s only
in the last few years we’ve seen
dances and activities going in
here,” said Joe Money, who served
as one of the panelists discussing
the area’s past. “It’s a building that
is meant to be used by the people.”

While there were plenty of arti-
facts, maps and photos to pore
over, there was also a piece of liv-
ing history. Girl Scouts from
Herndon’s Troop 2677 used a cor-
ner of he schoolhouse to re-enact
a class session from 1895.

“It was a lot of fun, but also a lot
of hard work grading the tests I
gave out,” said Rebecca Wichman,
12, who played the teacher. “There’s
was only one student who had to
be kept in line. I thought of it more
like a play, I like to do drama at
school, so I know how to stay calm
in a role. But I liked being able to
ring a real bell to start class, instead
of the fake ones we have at school.”

Erin Maxwell, 10, said she found
the “curriculum” during the 45-
minute skit much easier than her
fourth-grade studies at Clearview
Elementary School.

“It seemed like we were learn-
ing a lot of stuff I learned in sec-
ond grade,” Maxwell said. “But
that’s probably because we had
older and younger girls all to-
gether, not separated by grade like
we have now.”

While Wichman said in the fu-
ture she would like to try the “stu-
dent” experience, Sophia Bojokles,
10, said she hopes to play the
teacher.

“I would like to have a chance to
boss the kids around,” she said. “And
it doesn’t seem like it would take
them as much time to learn every

Madeleine, 8, and Avi Steppel, 5, and their grandfather
Sam admire Sam Rentsch’s 1930 Ford Model A at the
Colvin Run street fair Sunday.

Griffin Khan, 7, and Delaney Ross, 6, were the winners of
the Tom Sawyer and Becky Thatcher look-alike contest at
the Colvin Run street fair Sunday.

From Page 10

Street Fair at
Colvin Run

Photos by Alex McVeigh/The Connection

See Street Fair,  Page 17
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Sports
Great Falls Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

Madison High boys’ tennis player
Dan Sablik won the Liberty District singles
championship last Thursday, May 12, de-
feating Jefferson No. 4 seed Stephen Hu,
6-3, 6-1, in the finals at Lewinsville Park in
McLean. Sablik was the tournament’s No.
2 seed. Brandon Lee of Langley finished
third by default in the boys’ singles event.

In the district girls’ singles finals, top-seed
Megumi Chen of McLean defeated No. 2
Rena Liu of Jefferson, 6-2, 6-0. Anna Pelak
of McLean finished third by defeating Kitty
Branche of Langley, 8-4.

In the boys doubles championship match,
top-seeded Chris Vrabel and Ben Rosenblum
of Jefferson defeated No. 2 Nik
Padmanabhan and Louis Gruber of McLean,
6-1, 6-2. Josh Cooper and Vincent Ning of
Langley finished third in the boys doubles
tournament by defeating Langley team-
mates Brandon Lee and Jimmy Fang 7-5, 5-
7, 3-3 (7-0).

In the girls doubles championship match,
No. 3 Anna Pelak and Savanah Graham of
McLean defeated top-seeded Katheryn Em-
ery and Kitty Branche of Langley, 7-6 (7-3),
6-0. Rena Liu and Allie Meng of Jefferson
finished third in the girls doubles tourna-
ment by defeating teammates Steffie Pitts
and Natalie Cheng, 10-4.

The winners and runners-up in all four
tournaments were set to advance to this
week’s Northern Region Individual Singles
and Doubles Tournaments at Jefferson Dis-
trict Park.

In what turned into quite a good
day for the McLean High crew club,
four Highlander boats finished in first place
in their races at last Saturday’s Virginia
Scholastic Rowing Association Champion-
ship Regatta, held on the Occoquan Reser-
voir at Sandy Run Regional Park.

Heavy rains held off as coach Chris
Gordon’s McLean women claimed three first
place medals with the Open 4, Lightweight
8 and Junior 4 boats racing to capture gold.

For the first time in almost a decade, the
McLean men’s lightweight eight won the
race. Men’s coach Zach Stimart led the
young men to victory. The elated McLean
champions posed for a picture at the end of
the day.

Three members of the Georgetown
Prep Hoyas’ baseball team, which fin-
ished the regular season with a perfect 10-
0 record, are residents of Great Falls. Those
players are: junior left fielder Eric Ramsey,
the Hoyas’ clean-up hitter; senior first
baseman Mikey Norton, the team’s leadoff
hitter; and sophomore pitcher Blake
Coolidge. Georgetown Prep, a private
school, competes within the Interstate Ath-
letic Conference (IAC).

On Monday, May 23, the Mike
Windsor Memorial Golf Tournament
will be held to benefit the Brain Tumor In-
stitute at Children’s National Medical Cen-
ter. The Tournament, to be held at the In-
ternational Country Club in Fairfax, will
begin at 11 a.m., followed by cocktails and
an Awards Dinner at 5:30 p.m. A silent auc-
tion will be held during the dinner. The

tournament is in honor of Michael B.
Windsor, a long time native of the Wash-
ington D.C. metropolitan area who spent
over 40 years in the Commercial Real Es-
tate industry. On May 1, 2010, Mr. Windsor
found out he had a brain tumor and died
only a few weeks later on May 27. Mike
was a family man who loved children and
was a consistent supporter of Children’s
National Medical Center. Every holiday
season, he personally purchased, wrapped
and delivered Christmas gifts to the chil-
dren there in hopes it would bring them
some joy. To register for the tournament,
or to be a sponsor, please visit:
www.mikewindsormemorial.com.

The Northern Virginia Senior
Olympics (NVSO) committee has an-
nounced the 2011 competition for senior
adults 50 years of age and over will be held
Sept. 17-28. The Thomas Jefferson Com-
munity Center (3501 S. 2nd St., Arlington)
will host opening day, Saturday, Sept. 17
with welcome ceremonies at 10 a.m. fol-
lowed by indoor track events. Virginia Hos-
pital Center will sponsor a health fair from
8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and the Traveling
Bicycle Museum will be open from 9 a.m.
to noon.

Over 25 events will take place during the
10-day competition at various venues
throughout Northern Virginia. Participants
must be 50 years old by Dec. 31 and live in
one of the sponsoring jurisdictions: cities
of Alexandria, Fairfax and Falls Church;
counties of Arlington, Fairfax, Fauquier,
Loudoun and Prince William.

In addition to track and field, events will
include swimming, diving, bocce, fencing,
tennis, table tennis, bowling, golf, minia-
ture golf, pickleball, racquetball, board
games, card games, horseshoes, men’s 3-
on-3 basketball, team line dancing, yo-yo
tricks and more. New events in 2011 are
volleyball, badminton, cycling and the 1600
meter run. Registration is $10 plus $1 per
event.  Registration forms will be available
at senior centers and senior residences or
by calling 703-228-3600, ext. 9996, and can
also be downloaded at www.nvso.us.
Online registration will be available after
June 1. Registration deadline is Sept. 1.

Sixteen of Virginia’s top senior
football players have been nominated to
play in the 2012 U.S. Army All-American
Bowl. Those nominated will have the
chance to showcase their talents on Satur-
day, January 7, 2012, in the annual East vs.
West match-up. The Northern Virginia area
players nominated were Centreville High
linebacker Ken Ekanem and South County
Secondary linebacker Devin Vandyke.

Athletes nationwide were nominated by
the U.S. Army All-American Bowl Selection
Committee, which consists of All American
Games’ network of regional coaches
throughout the country and Rivals.com. Of
the more than 440 nominees, 90 are ulti-
mately selected and invited to the Bowl.

The U.S. Army All-American Bowl is the
premier high school football game in the
country held each January in the
Alamodome in San Antonio.

Photo Courtesy/Langley Tennis

The Langley High girls’ tennis team captured the Liberty District regular
season title two weeks ago by defeating district guest Jefferson, 7-2, on
Thursday, May 5. The Saxons finished 13-1 during the regular season.
Langley, coached by Sara Vincent, competed in Liberty District tourna-
ment action last week and is taking part in the Northern Region team
tournament this week, beginning Wednesday, May 18. A year ago, Lan-
gley finished second in the region behind McLean.

Photo Courtesy/McLean Crew

The McLean High crew program, shown here at last week’s states re-
gatta meet, captured four gold medals at the prestigious postseason
event held at Sandy Run Regional Park.

Photo Courtesy/Langley Lacrosse

The Langley High boys’ lacrosse team captured its fourth straight Liberty
District tournament title last Thursday, May 12. The Saxons, in the finals
contest played at Marshall High School, defeated the Madison
Warhawks, 12-4. Langley (13-2) was set to begin play in the Northern
Region tournament this week with a home game versus T.C. Williams on
Tuesday, May 17.

Sports Roundups
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Assembly of God
Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736

Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720
Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia

... 703-821-3345
Baptist

Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church ... 703-757-8134
Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828

St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555
St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003
Methodist

Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509
Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
Dunn Loring United Methodist ... 703-573-5386
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233
Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594

Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680
Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church

...703-560-6336
Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577

Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050
Quaker

Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your Faith Community call Karen at 703- 917-6468

1133 Reston Avenue, Herndon, VA 20170
Worship: Sunday, 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Sunday School: 9:30 A.M.

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

WORSHIP HOURS SUNDAY: 11:00 AM

bLivingFaith A.M.E. Church

Rev. Dr. Peter G. Taylor, Pastor

“Serving the People of God”

SHERATON RESTON HOTEL

LET US WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10 A.M.

703-899-8378 LivingFaith4U.org

b
b

bb

Street Fair at Colvin Run
From Page 15

thing.”

THE PARKING LOT next to the school-
house was filled with games such as chess
and checkers, and an adjacent parking lot
featured food and an opportunity for chil-
dren to draw on the pavement with side-
walk chalk.

The fair included a Tom Sawyer and
Becky Thatcher look-alike contest, where
children dressed up in their finest 19th cen-
tury garb. There were no rafters to hide in,
but the wannabe Tom Sawyers still got into
some mischief, many of them running across
the stage to give the judges second and third
glances while they tabulated their scores.

Griffin Khan, 7 won as Tom Sawyer and
Delaney Ross, 6, won as Becky Thatcher.

Both contestants received a complete vol-
ume of the works of Mark Twain, as well as
a gift certificate. Khan began frantically ri-
fling through the large book’s pages imme-
diately upon receiving his prize, but it
wasn’t “A Connecticut Yankee in King
Arthur’s Court” he was looking for.

“How much money is in here?” he asked.
The closest thing to state-of-the-art at the

street fair was built when Herbert Hoover
was in the White House. Sam Rentsch
brought his blue 1930 Ford Model A and
parked it right in front of the schoolhouse.

“There was a lot of enthusiasm from ev-
eryone who walked by the car,” said
Rentsch, who has owned the car since 1947.
“The kids didn’t recognize it, but liked the
way it looked. But everyone from my gen-
eration recognized it, everyone from back
then knows what a Model A looks like.”

Faith Notes are for announcements and events
in the faith community. Send to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.

Vienna Baptist Church, 541 Marshall
Road S.W. in Vienna, is holding a 40th Anniver-
sary Celebration of Vienna Baptist Children’s
Center. A child friendly service will be held May
22 at 11 a.m. to celebrate. Past teachers, par-
ents and children are invited to attend. A
birthday cake will be served at the end of the
service. vbccdirector@vbc-va.org.

Trinity United Methodist Church,
1205 Dolley Madison Blvd., McLean, Sunday
worship services are at 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School for adults is at 9:30 a.m. and for
children during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.
Youth Group for grades 7-12 meets Sunday
nights, 6 - 7:30 p.m. A 20-minute service of
Holy Communion is held each Wednesday at 12
p.m. 703-356-3312 or umtrinity.org.

St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church, 1830
Kirby Road in McLean. The third Sunday service
every month at 10:15 a.m. allows children to
play active roles in the music and as greeters
and ushers. Traditional services are every Sun-
day at 8:15 and 10:15 a.m. Nursery

The Andrew Chapel United Methodist
Church Bell Choir 25th Anniversary Celebra-
tion will be May 22 at the church, 1301 Trap
Road, Vienna. A pot luck dinner begins at 6 p.m.
followed by the bell performance.
www.andrewchapelumc.org or 703-759-3509.

Epiphany United Methodist Church,
1014 Country Club Drive in Vienna, announced
their sermon for May 22 at 11 a.m. will be
“Good Theology Has a Way of Doing That.” 703-
938-3494 or office@epiphanyumc.com.

Vienna Presbyterian Church, 124 Park
St. in Vienna, presents the 12-week program
“Passages,” for those experiencing separation or
divorce. The DivorceCare series meets Tuesdays
at 7 p.m. Cost of materials $20, scholarships
available. 703-938 9050 or
Passages@ViennaPres.org.

Centering Prayer offered at St.
Dunstan’s, 1830 Kirby Road, McLean, Tues-
days at 7-7:45 p.m. Centering prayer is
meditation and contemplative prayer, wordless,
trusting, opening of self to the divine presence.
Instruction offered. marjorie.cole@gmail.com.

Faith Notes
News
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Education●Learning●Fun

From Page 14

Jefferson students are also more
likely to get into other prestigious
schools that it is difficult for stu-
dents from base high schools to
access.

From 2005-2009, Fairfax
schools sent approximately 100 of
its students to Ivy League univer-
sities every year, less than one per-
cent of the number of seniors than
normally apply to college.

Out-of-State
Decisions

Despite the strong reputation of
the Virginia’s public universities,
many Northern Virginia students
still decide to go out of state for
school.

Fairfax graduates who are going
outside the commonwealth tend to
stay close by, according to a school
system report.

The popular destinations for se-
niors include Pennsylvania, North
Carolina and New York in 2008
and 2009.  West Virginia Univer-
sity (95 students), Pennsylvania
State University (73 students) and
East Carolina University were the
most popular out of the state
schools two years ago.

Some Fairfax seniors may also
need to go outside of Virginia to
get what they need. For example,
one of the most popular out-of-
state schools for Fairfax residents
is Brigham Young University, the
flagship college of the Mormon
Church in Utah.

Forgoing College
Altogether

Several students also decided a
four-year college is not the right
choice for them, even in a highly-
educated community like North-
ern Virginia.

Beth Clapsaddle is one of the 30
percent of Fairfax County students
that has decided to pursue an
associate’s degree instead of a tra-
ditional four-year college. She has
won two scholarships to the New
York Conservatory for the Dra-
matic Arts, where most of her
classmates will either have already
attended college or worked pro-
fessional in the performing arts
world already.

“I know it sounds silly but I re-
ally want to be on Saturday Night
Live. I want to become part of Sec-
ond City in Chicago,” said
Clapsaddle, who has been active
in the theater and music depart-
ments at West Springfield High
School.

The New York City-based pro-
gram will take two years, during
which Clapsaddle will live on her
own, since there are no student
dorms connected to the conserva-
tory.

The high school senior said her
parents have been surprisingly
supportive of her decision to
forego college, though it may have
helped that she landed a scholar-
ship to a well-known prestigious
arts program.

“I told them that I would really
be excited to go away to college,”
she said.

High School Is
The End of
The Line

Though Northern Virginia has a
higher-than-average rate of stu-
dents attending four-year and two-
year college programs, there are
also a fair number of students for
whom education stops after high
school.

“I want all kids who can excel
to the highest level to get to high-
est level but not all of our students
are going to go to college,” said
School Board Member Brad Cen-
ter (Lee). Center said one of his
own son’s is considering going into
automobile repair,

which would require some more
school but not college-level
coursework.

“I do want all kids to get some
kind of education after k-12 but it
doesn’t need to be college,” said
Center.

Yet students who are Black or
Hispanic in Northern Virginia are
much more likely to graduate high
school with “no plans” for further
education — including trade
school or apprenticeship pro-
grams.

While only 11.7 percent of all
Arlington County students gradu-
ate high school with no plans, 17.4
percent of its Black students and
18.6 percent of its Hispanic stu-
dents fall into that category. And
only 38 percent of Hispanic stu-
dents and 53 percent of Black stu-
dents that graduated from Arling-
ton high schools last year planned
to attend a four-year college.

In Fairfax County, the situation
is similar. Eleven percent of His-
panic students and 7.3 percent of
Black students who graduate from
high school have “no plans” for
pursuing higher education. His-
panic (26.5 percent) and Black
(48.1 percent) students are also
far less likely to be attending a
four-year university or college.

Pursuing College, Careers
By Jeanne Theismann

 The Connection

M
onths of training paid off
as thousands of young
girls from throughout the

region — accompanied by running
buddies, parents and friends — took
to the streets of George Mason Uni-
versity May 15 for the Girls on the Run
of Northern Virginia 5K race.

“This is an incredible event,” said
celebrity chef Spike Mendelsohn, who
ran the race alongside 7,500 other
participants. “There is such a happy
vibe here and it’s exciting to be a part
of it.”

Also participating in the race, which
drew an additional 2,600 spectators
to the GMU campus, were local poli-
ticians and dignitaries.

GOTR of Northern Virginia is a non-
profit organization that uses running
as a mentoring tool to educate young
girls on self-esteem and healthy eat-
ing and lifestyle choices. The 10-week
program, which currently serves more
than 6,500 girls in 200 schools, com-
bines lessons that help adolescent
girls in grades 3 through 8 build con-
fidence and develop healthy lifestyles
with training for a 5K race.

“These amazing girls are the future
powerhouses of our nation,” said
Mendelsohn, who works closely with
First Lady Michelle Obama and the Let’s Move
healthy eating initiative in schools. “We need to
start teaching healthy eating and lifestyle choices
at a young age and this organization perfectly
complements that.”

The 3.1-mile race, sponsored by United
Healthcare, Inova Hospital, Verizon, Running
Brooke, Washington Gas and George Mason Uni-
versity, ended with a finish line festival that in-
cluded rock music provided by Studio Rock of

Northern Virginia, hair coloring and healthy food
and training booths.

“This gives a whole new meaning to the term
‘running for office,’” laughed Del. David Bulova
(D-37) following the race. “I wish everyone could
experience this because there is nothing more in-
spiring than seeing what these young girls have
accomplished out here today.”

For more information on Girls on the Run, visit
www.girlsontherunofnova.org.

Polly Myers and daughter Dabney Stuart are a little less than one mile into the
Girls on the Run of Northern Virginia 5k at George Mason University’s Fairfax
campus on May 15th.  Stuart runs for Team Kent Gardens.

More than 7,500 Girls on the Run participants
take to the streets of the campus of George Mason
University during Sunday’s 5K race.

Girl Power!
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Girls on the Run 5K
celebrates healthy
eating, fitness.
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News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

G
reat Falls resident Bob Nelson
was listening to the radio about
three years ago when he heard
a commercial about Our Mili-

tary Kids. Since then, Nelson has hosted
Military Appreciation Mondays at the Old
Brogue, and celebrated Our Military Kids
for the third time May 9. The McLean-based
charity provides grants for children of Na-
tional Guardsmen and Reserves of all
branches of the armed forces to participate
in activities such as sports, the arts and tu-
toring.

“When I first started hosting these events
at the Brogue, it was called ‘Charity Tues-
day,’ but when I decided to focus on the
military, I realized that the military isn’t a
charity, so we changed the name and day,”
Nelson said. “Our Military Kids will always
hold a special place in my heart, because it
was the first one we’ve done.”

LINDA DAVIDSON AND GAIL KRUZEL
founded Our Military Kids in 2004, with the
goal of providing for children of Re-
serve and National Guard members
who are deployed as well as children
of service members wounded in the
current Middle East conflicts. Unlike
active duty service members, more
than 60 percent of Reserve and Guard
families live at least 25 miles away
from a military installation and the
support groups located there.

“We’re trying to help children who
are coping with separation from de-
ployed parents, or whose parents have
been wounded,” Davidson said. “It’s
a simple program, but it’s effective.”

The grants awarded by the foundation
can be up to $500, and go to helping the
child enroll in activities, or perform other
activities that help take the stress out of
their life. Grants have gone to such things
as prize-winning cattle for students at a 4-
H Club to covering the cost of Driver’s Edu-
cation or SAT preparation courses for high-
schoolers.

“That’s what makes this program so
unique, people can use it for whatever they
want,” said Gregory O’Brien of Our Military
Kids. “Whatever way families can reduce
stress, we can help.”

Davidson recalled one boy who lived in
Jamaica, N.Y. who filled out his own grant
application to take hip-hop and jazz danc-
ing classes. The boy later told the founda-
tion that taking the classes helped distance
himself from troublemakers in the neigh-
borhood, and he was awarded Most Im-
proved Student his senior year before be-

coming the first member of his family to
attend college.

Children of deployed service members are
80 percent more likely to show signs of
stress and act out, according to a survey
conducted by Our Military Kids. In addition,
many Guard and Reserve members receive
a cut in pay when their unit is activated.

“It can be hard for children to talk about
their feelings, fears and worries. In fact, they
may not even be aware of the stress they
are experiencing, they just know they don’t
feel great, are tired, find it hard to focus or
keep up in school,” said Jane Bandler, a
Washington, D.C.-based counselor. “Besides
coping with sadness and loneliness from
missing a parent, children worry about the
well-being of the parent-soldier. Imagine
these children watching television reports
of helicopters downed or battles underway.
These images and reports can be deeply
disturbing and confusing.”

OUR MILITARY KIDS started locally,
working with a National Guard unit in Win-
chester, and have now expanded into all 50
states as well as Washington, D.C., the U.S.
Virgin Islands, Guam and Puerto Rico. In
2005, they gave out less than 100 grants
worth $17,585. In 2010 they awarded more

than 10,300 grants worth $4.2 million. To
date they have awarded more than 29,000
grants totaling more than $11.5 million.

Davidson says that knowing their children
are being cared for also eases the burden
on the deployed parents, helping them keep
their focus. She recalled one family whose
two daughters used grants to take ballet
classes, and their mother would send the
videos of their classes to her deployed hus-
band every week.

“Lots of people don’t understand the need
for a program like this, they assume all fami-
lies have access to resources on a base, but
these families don’t,” she said. “Whether it’s
giving them a positive outlet for their stress,
or just maintaining the normalcy in these
children’s lives, it’s very important.”

Despite the draw down of many deployed
troops, Davidson says the number of de-
ployed National Guard and Reserve mem-
bers will not be reduced at least until after
2012, so there is still plenty of need. While
Nelson says the men and women serving
overseas are “heroes,” he has another name
for their children.

“The men and women serving are heroes,
but these kids are superheroes,” he said.
“They’re superheroes because they’re deal-
ing with the stresses that comes with being
away from their moms and dads while they
serve this country.”

Linda Davidson, co-founder and executive director of Our Military Kids
and Bob Nelson, a realtor of Great Falls, welcome guests to Military
Appreciation Monday at the Old Brogue. The May 9 Military Appreciation
Monday raised money for Our Military Kids, which provides grants to
children of deployed National Guard and Reserve service members.
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Helping America’s ‘Superheroes’
Our Military Children
provides grants to
children of deployed
service members.

Military Appreciation
Mondays

Military Appreciation Mondays are held every
month at the Old Brogue to benefit military-
related charities. The next meeting will be
Monday, June 27 to benefit the Lift Me Up Back
in the Saddle Program. The Great Falls-based
nonprofit hosts the Back in the Saddle Program
for wounded warriors, allowing them to take
advantage of the benefits of therapeutic horse
riding.

Sponsors pledge to donate a percentage of the
total dinner bills from all attendees, which
generally adds up to 100 percent of the bill
amounts.

Seatings are at 5:30 and 7:30 p.m. and
reservations are recommended, they can be
made by calling 703-759-3309.

“We’re trying to help
children who are coping with
separation from deployed
parents, or whose parents
have been wounded.”

— Linda Davidson,
co-founder and executive director of

Our Military Kids

G
reat Falls celebrated Arbor Day
May 7 by planting two new
white oak saplings at the Old

Schoolhouse in the Grange Park with the
support of Fairfax County, which owns
the facilities. Two large oaks came down
last year, and these trees will replace
them if they grow to maturity.

The Arbor Day tree planting was spon-
sored by the Great Falls Citizens Asso-
ciation Environment Committee to raise
awareness among young people and the
public about the importance of planting
and caring for Great Falls’ tree resources.

According to the 2006 Great Falls Tree
Census, the white oak grows to be one
of the largest trees in the community, in
both height and girth. They can live for
well over 200 hundred years, as evi-
denced by the section reserved outside

the Old Schoolhouse. The trees are bird
habitats and oaks produce acorns that
feed many types of wildlife.

— Bill Canis

Boy Scout Nick Hodge, a fourth
grader at Great Falls Elementary
School and Lexa Hummel, 10, a
Girl Scout at Forestville Elemen-
tary School, kneel next to the
saplings they planted May 7 in
the Grange Park. The tree behind
them fell last year, and its rings
show it was about 250 years old.

Supporting Long Term Growth
Students plant trees
at the Grange Park
for Arbor Day. P
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

Concrete Done Right!
• Patios - Sidewalks
• Retaining Walls
• Driveways
• Flagstone
• Pavers

703-339-5773
cdmconstruction.net

CONCRETE CONCRETE

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

DATABASE ADMINISTRATOR
Design, develop, maintain databases 
and applications of the credit union. 
Program   VBA  scripts   to   extract  data 
to integrate with CUBICSPLUS pro-
gram.  40 hrs/wk.  Monday-Friday. 
Master’s   Degree in Computer Science, 
2 yrs experience or 2 years related occu-
pation as Information System Coordina-
tor, competitive salary.  Verifiable char-
acter references.  To apply call BNA, Inc.  
Credit Union at 703-341-3043.  Job in 
Arlington, VA

Farmer’s Market Worker
Seeking a friendly, energetic person to 
work at the Arlington Farmers' Market 
Saturdays mid-May through the end of 

October, 7 am to 12:30 pm. 
Please send inquiries to

westmorelandbf@aol.com. 

MARKETING POSITION
CHICK-FIL-A at Fair Oaks Mall is seek-
ing an individual to work with businesses, 
schools and churches.  Commission plus 
base salary.   Call Ali @ 703-944 4494

Medical Transportation Co. 
looking for 

National Registered EMTs 
for Northern VA area. apply at 

aaatransport.net

P/T Bookkeeper/Receptionist

Small management firm in McLean, Vir-
ginia seeks detail oriented part-time 
bookkeeper/receptionist Tuesday and 
Thursday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Appli-
cant will oversee all aspects of front 
desk administration. Excellent account-
ing, organizational and communication 
skills required. Call 703-356-2041.

Parish Administrator
St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church in 
McLean, VA is seeking a full-time Parish 
Administrator to begin June 1, 2011.
More information is on the website 

www.stthomasmcleanva.org.

AgroLawn, the #1 lawn care company servicing the
Northern Virginia area, is looking for aggressive, energetic

self-starters to join our sales and marketing team.

Our Sales Representatives Enjoy:
•Ongoing, Intensive Sales and Technical Training 
•A Base Salary of $14.00/hr paid weekly
•Lucrative and, Limitless Commission Plan paid weekly
•1st Year Earning Potential of $45K+
•Benefits Package: Medical/Dental/Vision, 401(k) Plan
•Paid Holidays and Vacation
•Career Advancement – Management Training

The Ideal Candidate Will Be Able To Show Us:
•Strong Customer Service & Relationship Building Skills
•A Quick-Thinking, Problem-Resolving Attitude
•The Ability To Thrive In A Competitive, Goal-Driven Environment

As a Sales Representative, you will be responsible for developing new
accounts and maintaining our already well-established client base through
a combination of in- bound-lead follow-up, indoor phone sales, field sales,
and direct marketing efforts.

This is a unique opportunity for an energetic, self-motivated, and goal
oriented individual. We pride ourselves on providing the right combination of
training, motivation, and compensation to let you succeed both professionally
and personally.

Qualified candidates will be able
to successfully pass a drug screen,
MVR check, and criminal
background check.

Apply Online or call to inquire with Donald Irby – General Manager
or Dan Arcadipane – Branch Sales Manager at 703-938-8844
or by e-mail at DonaldIrby@trugreenmail.com

SALES & MARKETING
A Full-time, 40 hour/week, temporary posi-
tion, with the potential of developing into a 
Full-time, Permanent position, in the Sales 
& Marketing division of a leading National 
Wine Importer, located in Northern Virginia 
is currently available. The Company seeks a 
detail oriented, highly motivated individual 
with strong organizational, multi-tasking 
and communication skills. This position re-
quires harmonious interaction with national 
sales staff and clients, collaboration with our 
overseas office, development and mainte-
nance of point of sales material, coordina-
tion   of  mass  mailings  and printings, press 
review  updates  and  database maintenance.  
Must be proficient in all Microsoft applica-
tions including Office, Word, Excel, Win-
dows, Adobe Suite, Powerpoint. Italian 
speaking as well as wine experience  a plus.
Hourly Compensation commensurate with 
abilities and experience. Please e-mail your 
resume to jobs@empsonusa.com.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Vienna-Dunn Loring Woods 
Community Yard Sale

Sat May 21, 9-2, R/D May 22. 
Between Cedar Lane & Gallows Road.

28 Yard Sales 28 Yard Sales

APEX PET PARTNERS
www.ApexPetPartners.com

(703) 532-2096
We take care of your pet when you 

can’t be there
Bonded, insured and licensed, members of Pet Sitters 

LLC, and our Pet Partners are carefully trained and super-
vised. Ask about our price match guarantee and contract 
discount. Free dog walk for mentioning ad code 789.

34 Pets 34 Pets

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

Community Yard Sale
Sat, 5/21, 9-1, Oakcrest
Farms, Hunter Mill Rd & 

Lewis Knolls Dr, Oakton, See 
signs. Clothes, toys, baby 
items, furn, & much more.

104 Entertainment

CLASSICAL HARPIST
Avail for weddings/events in 
the VA/MD/DC area. Classi-
cally trained. Exp’d. Call Anna  
at 703-901-8555

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

9     The 9th Green
Landscaping

•Lawn Mowing
•Gutter Cleaning
•Bush Pruning
•Sidewalk Edging
•Liming

Licensed & Insured
Marty  703-538-5869

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

MASONRY

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios
Exposed Aggregate

Sidewalks • Carports
Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick
Stonework

703-204-0733

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

Interior/Exterior
Powerwash, Decks

CHRISTOS
PAINT

703-623-3858
703-750-5443

Free Estimates • Licensed Bonded

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding

(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING
PAINTING

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

“ P.E. CONTRACTORS INC.”
www.paintingexpressinc.com
email – paintingexpressinc@comcast.net

• Specialize in exterior and interior painting
• Wood replacement, drywall repair, kitchen
   and bath remodeling
• Gutter replacement repair and clean
• Wood replacement and sliding replacement
   or repairs
• Power washing, installation of cabinets
   and countertops
• Installation of tile, marble, vinyl, VCT
• Glazing (countertops, tub and tile)                    
• Decks, fences, patios, driveways, concrete

ADDITIONAL ITEMS: Tree services-tree removal, limb/stump removal
CALL NOW** 15% OFF FOR NEW COSTUMERS**
OFFICE: (703) 437-3035 FAX : (703) 437- 6189
CELL: (571) 214-0660 P.O. BOX 37 HERNDON, VA  20172

PAINTING PAINTINGANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561    703-393-1060

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY
• HAULING • BACKHOE • EXCAVATING • DRYWALL
• POWER WASHING • HANDYMAN • PAINTING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

703.919.4456
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com Licensed / Insured

Free Estimates

•No sub-contractors, or day labors.  •15 Years Designing and Installing
•The Owner is physically on your job site.  •On time and Professional.

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST WET BASEMENT / WET YARD
Water Proofing Foundations

Standing Yard Water
French Drains / Swales
Downspout Extensions

Dry River Beds

Paver & Flagstone
Patios / Walkways
Retaining Walls

Stacked Field Stone
Plants / Trees / Shrubs

SOD
Cut FRESH Daily

www.chantillyturffarms.com
703-327-0908

Homeowners & Contractors

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Mowing
Mulching & more!

Call Mark for free est,

703-868-7831

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

ROOFING
SIDING
GUTTERS
WINDOWS
DOORS

www.exteriormedics.com
703-365-2511

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

Peace of M
ind!

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPINGIMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

Light tomorrow
with today!.

-Elizabeth 
Barret Browing
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By Jean T. Jianos

The Connection

W
ith the addition of a
ChronoTrack race timing
system with disposable D-
tags, the 2nd Annual Joe

Cassella 5K Run/Walk, held Sunday morn-
ing, May 15, attracted elite runners from
around the entire Washington, D.C. metro
area to its USA Track & Field certified course
in Great Falls.  “I’ve been at 5Ks . . . with
thousands of runners, and [in comparison]
the set up here with registration, the mas-
sage tables [for athletes post-race] . . . is
really impressive,” said Carolyn West, a
Great Falls resident who ran with her
daughter, Kathryn West, first place winner
in the Female 15 to 19 year old Age Group.

Many runners, such as Ryan Foster from
Washington, D.C., the Overall Male second
place finisher, sporting a Pacers Racing
Team jersey, participated because the event
is a competitive, timed 5K.  Others were
drawn to the goal of The Joe Cassella Foun-
dation to provide financial assistance for
medical expenses to the family of 16-
month old Gracie Sweet, diagnosed with
an inoperable brain tumor.  Children are a
primary focus of the Reston Best Buy Tag
Team, led on the course by General Man-
ager Rick Anderson, and off the course by
Employee Experience Captain Veronica
Kariuki and District Marketing Manager
Helen Lerner.

Their team effort was rewarded by win-
ning the designation, “most spirited” team.
And, some, like “Team Elite,” associated
with event sponsor Elite Fitness Concepts,
combine competitive running with a per-
sonal commitment to honor the memory of
company founder Joe Cassella.  Team Elite
won the “fastest team” award based upon
the accumulated times of its top three run-
ners.

Delaney Burkart of Great Falls did run last
year, but this year she and friend Jacquelyn
Hulett, both eighth-graders at Cooper
Middle School, decided to volunteer their
time behind the scene, helping out during
the race with, among other things, the re-

freshments for the post-race party.  The
morning began with a rocking, pre-race
Warm Up led by sponsor, Kukuwa Dance

Elite Runners Set Pace at Joe Cassella 5K

Team Elite, fastest
team: Matt Drescher,
Arlington; Carolyn
Owens, Arlington;
Jason Stavish, Ster-
ling; Casey Filippone,
Sterling; Tim Sievers,
Great Falls;  Vivien
Stavish, Sterling;
Nina Stavish, Ster-
ling; Danielle
Rickard, Sterling.

Cassella family “Little Deuces” rock out to Kukuwa Dance Workout.

Gracie Sweet and parents with ceremonial check for $26,000 from The
Joe Cassella Foundation.

Workout, and ended successfully with the
presentation of a ceremonial check for
$26,000 to the family of Gracie Sweet.
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ClassifiedClassified

Notice of Availability: Draft Environmental Assessment,
Pentagon Sentry Program

Agency: Department of Defense

Public Comment Period: May 11 – May 25, 2011 

Summary: Pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (NEPA), as amended (42 USC 4321 et seq.), the 
Council on Environmental Quality Regulations for Implement-
ing the Procedural Provisions of NEPA (40 CFR parts 1500-
1508), and Department of Defense Instruction 4715.9, Wash-
ington Headquarters Services has prepared and issued a Draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the construction of new 
Secure Access Lane (SAL), Metro Entrance Facility (MEF), 
and Corridor 8 (COR8) Screening Facilities on the Pentagon 
Reservation.
The overall purpose of the Proposed Action is to provide per-
manent, efficient, and appropriately sized facilities to support 
the Pentagon Force Protection Agency’s (PFPA) security 
screening and vehicle inspection procedures at the Reserva-
tion. Construction of new facilities is necessary because the 
existing security screening and vehicle inspection procedures 
are performed in temporary, prefabricated facilities that are un-
dersized and are not architecturally consistent with other build-
ings on the Pentagon Reservation. The Proposed Action would 
address this issue by constructing new screening facilities at 
the SAL, MEF, and COR8 pedestrian access point. A No-Ac-
tion Alternative was also considered, whereby PFPA security 
screening operations would continue to be conducted in tem-
porary, prefabricated facilities.
The Proposed Action would have the potential for minor, long-
term impacts to architectural resources, stormwater runoff, 
greenhouse gas emissions, vegetation, topography, and infra-
structure and utilities. The No-Action Alternative would not re-
sult in any environmental impacts.
Based on the Draft EA, the proposed project is not expected to 
result in any significant adverse effects or impacts on the natu-
ral or human environment. It is anticipated that this EA will re-
sult in a Finding of No Significant Impact for the Proposed Ac-
tion. 

Where Draft EA May Be Reviewed: 
Safety and Environmental Management Branch
Washington Headquarters Services
1155 Defense Pentagon
Room 5D325 
Washington, DC 20301-1155

Send Comments To: Written comments should be addressed 
to Joe Eichenlaub, Environmental Manager, Safety and Envi-
ronmental Management Branch, Washington Headquarters 
Services, 1155 Defense Pentagon, Room 5D325, Washington, 
DC 20301-1155. 

For Further Information Contact: Joe Eichenlaub, 
Environmental Manager; telephone: 703-614-9583; 
email: Joseph.Eichenlaub@whs.mil.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

NOTICE OF SERVICE OF PROCESS BY PUBLICATION
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

DURHAM COUNTY
In the Durham County Court

To the attention of: Bennett Kwaku Letsu
Re: Diane E Letsu vs. Bennett Kwaku Letsu
File No. 10 CVD 172 (Durham County)
The Plaintiff in the above referenced action, 
Diane E. Letsu, filed a Complaint for Absolute Divorce
On February 21, 2011 in the General Court of Justice,
District Court Division of Durham County, North Carolina.
You are required to make defense to such pleading
No later than 40 days after MAY 11, 2011 and, upon your
Failure to do so, the party seeking service against you 
Will apply to the Court for the relief sought.

You may receive a copy of the aforementioned
Complaint by contacting the law offices of Ann M. Credle, P.A.
At (919) 688-6400. If you do not respond by the date specified 
herein, 
A hearing may be held in this matter without your presence, 
which May affect your rights.
This the _9th day of May, 2011.

_________________________
Ann M. Credle, P.A.
Attorney for Plaintiff
400 West Main Street, Suite 505
Durham, NC 27701
(919) 688-6400
NC State Bar No. 20225

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

MCLEAN, VA
Furniture, sandstone cocktail table with matching sofa table, 

porcelain lamps with silk shades, antique Asian cocktail 
table and matching sofa table, Ralph Lauren Qn comforter 

and pillow shams, antique Asian rose medallion vases. 
Hardwood barstools, with cane seating, Coach purse, 
computer desk, 2 off white wicker chairs with designer 

fabric, All kinds of candelabra access and wall sconces. 
Fridge, Washer/dryer, Casablanca ceiling fan. Wine rack, 

card table with 4 chairs 
SUN 5/22, 11-4 

6723 Lucy Lane, McLean
703-442-0412

fittest06@aol.com

29 Misc. for Sale 29 Misc. for Sale
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www.GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

DanJanJan Dan

Great Falls $1,590,000 Great Falls $1,695,000

Great Falls $1,025,000

Great Falls $1,395,000

Great Falls $1,050,000

McLean $1,425,000

Great Falls $1,375,000

Great Falls $4,500,000

Great Falls $1,595,000

Great Falls $1,450,000

Great Falls $799,000

Great Falls $1,125,000

McLean $1,795,000

Great Falls $7,650,000

Jan & Dan Laytham
703-759-9190 Office
703-444-1991 Home

Susan Canis
Buyer Agent

Anne Morrow
Buyer Agent

Great Falls $599,000
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